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FEFCO welcomes adoption of Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
Brussels, Tuesday, 17 December 2024

FEFCO, the European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers, welcomes the adoption of the
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR), which aims to reduce the environmental impacts
of packaging waste while improving the functioning of the internal market.

FEFCO appreciates the Commission’s recognition of corrugated cardboard as a sustainable, renewable
and recyclable packaging solution, evidenced by the exemption of cardboard boxes from reuse target
obligations under Article 29 of the Regulation.

FEFCO President Nina lversen said “The adoption of the PPWR is a major step toward a sustainable,
circular packaging future. We are proud that corrugated cardboard's renewable and recyclable qualities
have been recognised, and our industry will continue to lead innovation and support Europe’s
environmental goals”.

Essential to Europe’s supply chain, corrugated cardboard packaging is the backbone of European
logistics, enabling the safe, efficient and circular transport of 75% of goods across many relevant
economic sectors, including food, pharmaceuticals and consumer goods.

Corrugated cardboard is bio-based, 100% recyclable, and the most recycled fibre-based packaging
material in the EU. With an impressive 88% recycled content rate, corrugated cardboard preserves
valuable resources while supporting a robust secondary raw materials market.

The corrugated cardboard industry continues to invest in innovation and improve its environmental
performance, ensuring corrugated packaging remains at the forefront of Europe’s circular economy
ambitions.

FEFCO calls on Member States to align fully with the provisions of the PPWR without adding unnecessary
regulatory burdens. Harmonised implementation is crucial to maintaining competitiveness and ensuring
a level playing field across the EU.

FEFCO and its members take responsibility for fulfilling the Regulation’s requirements. Eleni Despotou,
Director General of FEFCO, said: “Moving forward, FEFCO is ready to work closely with the European
Commission, standardisation bodies and stakeholders to develop secondary legislation that is both
ambitious and achievable”.
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Note to the editors

FEFCO (European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers) represents the interests of the European Corrugated Board
Manufacturers. Headquartered in Brussels, FEFCO has 16 Association members, all European national corrugated packaging
organisations. The role of the Federation is to investigate economic, financial, technical and policy issues of interest to the
corrugated packaging Industry, to analyse all factors which may influence the industry, and to promote and develop its reputation.

Europe’s corrugated industry in Europe makes about 50 billion square metres of board per year, enough to cover Denmark. It
has 373 companies, 646 plants and accounts for around 100,000 jobs. Corrugated cardboard packaging is circular by nature: it
is based on a renewable resource; it is recyclable and recycled in reality. The average box weight decreased by 9% between
1996 and 2018 and contains on average 89% recycled material.



